
 

Mission Status Report 28 
Reference Period: 12 – 18 Mar 2016 
 
Mission status 

§ Nominal access to the routine production of Sentinel-2A ortho-rectified Level-1C 
products is available at https://scihub.copernicus.eu.  

§ To date, over 18 thousand Level-1C products are available for download, cumulating a 
total volume of 90 TB. Overall, a total volume of 617 TB has been downloaded by the 
user communities.  

§ The Sentinel-2A acquisition scenario is published at 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/web/sentinel/missions/sentinel-2/acquisition-plans 

§ The Data quality report is published at: 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/documents/247904/685211/Sentinel-
2+Data+Quality+Report 

§ The current nominal ramp-up scenario has been executed with an average of 11.2 
minutes MSI sensing time per orbit. Sentinel-2A is acquiring Europe and Africa 
systematically, while the rest of the world land masses defined in the MRD are mapped 
with a 30 days revisit time. 

§ The Flight Operations Segment (FOS) ensuring the monitoring, control and 
commanding of the satellite is operating nominally.  

§ The status of the satellite is nominal. The anomaly on the MMFU downlink queues that 
first occurred in December is under investigation. This requires a power cycle of the 
unit with correspondent loss of MSI data (last occurrence between 15 Mar  20:52:03 
and 16 Mar 12:20:00). A second MMFU software update is in preparation for March. 

§ The OCP Experimentation Phase is ongoing with Alphasat. 
§ X-band data acquisitions are routinely performed by the PDGS over Matera, 

Maspalomas and Svalbard core stations. The acquired data is systematically 
processed to Level-0 and Level-1 products, circulated, and archived.  

§ Operations are routinely performed with nominal performance at the Processing and 
Archiving Centres and other PDGS operational services (i.e. Mission Performance 
Centre, Precise Orbit Determination, Wide Area Network). 

§ The reprocessing campaign for the data acquired before the 28th November 2015  
is on-going, Level-1 processing is progressing. To date, 684 products are available for 
download from the Hub, which have been reprocessed in support of the European HR 
coverage (HR_IMAGE_2015), withy low cloud coverage and falling within country-
specific acquisition windows during the summer vegetation period 2015. 

§ The contribution of Sentinel-2 products to complete the Copernicus optical  
European coverages (HR_IMAGE_2015) is under analysis with the European 
Environmental Agency (EEA). 

§ For the Copernicus Marine Monitoring Service (CMEMS) 2 Antarctica regions  
are part of the nominal acquisition plan during the Southern Hemisphere Winter. One of 
the regions has been extended to cover the Nansen Ice Shelf, for potential loss of an 
iceberg of large dimensions:	
  http://ecowatch.com/2016/03/16/nansen-ice-shelf-
antarctica/ 

§ In addition, full coverage of Greenland has restarted with improving illumination 
conditions to support in particular the Sea Ice Service.  
 

 

Outlook 
§ Continued reprocessing campaign for data acquired during and after  

Commissioning Phase, foreseen to be finalised in Q2/2016. 
§ EDRS-A / S2A OCP commissioning Phase. 
§ Increase of acquisition capacity to support gradual increase of revisit capacity. 
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