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Mission Status 

§ The mission operated nominally during the reporting period, with the issue continuing for 
the publishing of new products on SciHub, where products are becoming available with an 
additional delay of up to 8 days versus nominal delivery timeliness. The resolution of the 
delay in the products publication is ongoing.  

§ Access to the routine production of Sentinel-2A ortho-rectified Level-1C products is 
available at https://scihub.copernicus.eu. To date, a total of 52,813 users have self-
registered on the Sentinels Scientific Data Hub. About 180 thousand Level-1C products are 
available for download, cumulating a total volume of 437 TB. Overall, a total volume of 1.96 
Petabyte has been downloaded by the user communities.  

§ Recovery on the datahubs of few missing products from early May to 27th September is on-
going.  

§ The Sentinel-2A acquisition scenario is published at 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/web/sentinel/missions/sentinel-2/acquisition-plans 

§ The data quality report is published at 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/web/sentinel/missions/sentinel-2/data-quality-report	
  

§ A minor update of the Product Format has been published together with respective  
sample data, see news: https://scihub.copernicus.eu/news/News00113 

§ The acquisition scenario has been executed with an average of 13.5 minutes MSI  
sensing time per orbit, Sentinel-2A is acquiring Europe, Africa and Greenland at 10  
days revisit. Taking further benefit of the margin currently offered by the reduced 
illumination at Northern latitudes, a northern latitude ‘winter scenario’ operations  
has started whereby Asia/Oceania and the Americas south of 37°N are being  
acquired with a 10-day revisit, in an alternating pattern. Following this pattern,  
Asia and Oceania were acquired since  
25th October and up to 4 November; Americas is starting to be acquired in the  
repeat cycle from 4th to 14th November. In addition and taking further benefit  
of the available margin, an optimized coverage of the rim of the Antarctica  
continent is being acquired during this same cycle 

§ The Flight Operations Segment (FOS) ensuring the monitoring, control and  
commanding of the satellite is operating nominally.  

§ The status of the satellite is nominal. The final software update for the MMFU  
is undergoing a validation campaign and is planned for uplink during November.  

§ The OCP Experimentation Phase is on-going with Alphasat. 
§ X-band data acquisitions are routinely performed by the PDGS over Matera,  

Maspalomas and Svalbard core stations. The acquired data is systematically  
processed to Level-0 and Level-1 products, circulated, and archived.  

§ Operations are nominally performed at the Processing and Archiving Centres  
and other PDGS operational services (i.e. Mission Performance Centre,  
Precise  
Orbit Determination, Wide Area Network).  

§ The archiving anomaly impacting the second reprocessing campaign  
processing is still being investigated. The campaign proceeding has  
consequently remained paused along the reporting period. 

 

Outlook 
§ EDRS-A / S2A OCP Commissioning Phase not before end 2016 
§ Continued reprocessing campaign, expected finalisation by Q1 2017. 
§ Sentinel-2 Product format evolution is expected by mid November, the  

description of the updated products format can be downloaded at 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/documents/247904/685211/Sentinel-2-Product-
Specifications-Document. 

§ The corresponding sample product is available at the following link: 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/documents/247904/2687487/S2A_MSIL1C_20160914T074
612_N0204_R135_T36JTT_20160914T081456.SAFE.zip 

 
 
 

               Report prepared by the ESA Sentinel-2 Team 	
  

	
  


