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Mission Status 

§ The mission operated nominally during the reporting period, apart from a temporary data 
dissemination anomaly, causing Level-1C not to be published in the data hubs starting from 
Saturday 26 November 2016. The anomaly was promptly resolved and the dissemination is 
back to nominal. 

§ Access to the routine production of Sentinel-2A ortho-rectified Level-1C products is 
available at https://scihub.copernicus.eu. An extraordinary infrastructure maintenance took 
place on Wednesday 30 November afternoon, inducing temporary unavailability of the 
SciHub and ApiHub. To date, a total of 56,394 users have self-registered on the Sentinels 
Scientific Data Hub. About 263 thousand Level-1C products are available for download, 
cumulating a total volume of 470 TB. Overall, a total volume of 2.1 Petabytes has been 
downloaded by the user communities.  

§ The final recovery on the datahubs of few missing products between 30th May to 6th June 
has restarted following the resolution of the software anomaly impacting the retrieval from 
the long-term-archive.  

§ The Sentinel-2A acquisition scenario is published at 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/web/sentinel/missions/sentinel-2/acquisition-plans 

§ The data quality report is published at 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/web/sentinel/missions/sentinel-2/data-quality-report	
  

§ The acquisition scenario has been executed with an average of 13.9 minutes of MSI  
sensing time per orbit, Sentinel-2A is acquiring Europe, Africa and Greenland at 10  
days revisit. Taking further benefit of the margin currently offered by the reduced 
illumination at Northern latitudes, the northern latitude ‘winter scenario’ is being  
extended beyond the 37°N latitude limit whereby the whole of Asia/Oceania and the 
Americas are acquired with a 10-day revisit, in an alternating pattern. Following this 
pattern, the Americas are being acquired until 3rd December together with an  
optimized coverage of the rim of the Antarctica continent; Asia and Oceania  
will follow from 3rd to 13th December,.  

§ The Flight Operations Segment (FOS) ensuring the monitoring, control and  
commanding of the satellite is operating nominally.  

§ The status of the satellite is nominal. The validation campaign for the final  
software update for the MMFU is continuing, the uplink will now take place  
in January 2017.  

§ The OCP Experimentation Phase is on-going with Alphasat. 
§ X-band data acquisitions are routinely performed by the PDGS over Matera,  

Maspalomas and Svalbard core stations. The acquired data is systematically  
processed to Level-0 and Level-1 products, circulated, and archived.  

§ Operations are nominally performed at the Processing and Archiving Centres  
and other PDGS operational services (i.e. Mission Performance Centre,  
Precise Orbit Determination, Wide Area Network).  

§ The archiving anomaly impacting the second reprocessing campaign  
processing was investigated and a patch on the archive software is under  
final validation. The campaign proceeding is planned to resume in the next  
the reporting period starting with the data of September 2015. 

§ On 28-29 November, the 1st Sentinel-2 Validation Team Meeting was held  
with around 100 participants. Presentations are available at  
http://esaconferencebureau.com/2016-events/16c20/presentations 
This was followed by the 2nd S2 Quality Working Group Meeting. 

Outlook 
§ EDRS-A / S2A OCP Commissioning Phase not before Q1/2017. 
§ Continued reprocessing campaign, expected finalisation by Q1 2017. 
§ Sentinel-2 Product distribution with updated product format starting on 6th December;  

the description of the updated products format can be downloaded at 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/documents/247904/685211/Sentinel-2-Product-
Specifications-Document. 

§ The corresponding sample product is available at the following link: 
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/documents/247904/2687487/S2A_MSIL1C_20160914T074
612_N0204_R135_T36JTT_20160914T081456.SAFE.tgz 
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